
COLLINGSWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 

April 7, 2016 

 

 

The Collingswood Historic Preservation Commission met at the Collingswood Borough Hall 678 

Haddon Avenue, on Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. and the Chairman read the Open Public 

Meeting Act. The secretary called the roll: 

 

PRESENT:     Keith Haberern, Gerry Chambers, Marlene Granitz Claire Gustafson 

Barbara Hart, Jodi Farrow, Theresa Marcasciano and Brett Wiltsey, Esq 

 

  

These minutes are a summary of events that transpired and are not a transcript of the session.  

Audiotapes of the session are available for review upon appointment. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Michael Merkle / 634 Park Ave 

 Block 89  Lot 8 –Renovations and addition 

 

This meeting was called in addition to the monthly HPC meetings in order to help resolve issues 

that were decided to be sent to field committee that came up during the March 10
th

, 2016 

monthly meeting. The applicant was given the floor to explain what had been started on the 

house and what the plan was for the house.  Additional architectural elevations were provided to 

the committee (and the field committee previously) to examine, as they were not presented at the 

March 10
th

 meeting. The application was approved for several issues at the March 10, 2016; 

including: 1. Approval of replacement of the porch roof with a standing seam metal roof and a 

Yankee gutter system; 2. Replacement of the garage roof with dimensional shingles and use of 

half-round gutters; 3. Window replacement with wood windows, matching the size and trim;  

4. Keep and repair, as necessary, the floor to ceiling windows located on the front porch; 5. The 

homeowner also asked for the replacement of the columns to be tabled until field committee 

discussion. 6.) The keeping of the bay windows’ architectural details (corbels, agee monding, 

window size, etc.)  

 

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss consider outstanding items either tabled at the 

previous meeting and/or referred to field committee including: 1. the pattern of the siding on the 

second floor of the house; 2. the condition of the cedar shakes on the garage; 3. If the front door 

can be considered significant historic fabric to the building.  The Field Committee began to 

present their report (Appendix A) but was informed by Mr. Wiltsey that only the four 

outstanding issues that had been tabled at the previous meeting could be discussed.   

 

The Commission discussed the Field Committee Report date March 30, 2016 with the applicant. 

The first issue for discussion was the siding and the fish scale horizontal band.  The Field 

Committee report had attached a drawing, (Exhibit Merkle 4/7/16 Exhibit A) which exhibit the 

outcome of how the entire second floor would appear with the horizontal band of fish scale 



siding.   Evidence of the horizontal bands of shake and fish scale were revealed by the removal 

of the aluminum siding.  The discussion led to the applicant against the idea of using this type of 

material on the home.  

 

Next for discussion was using fiber cement trim at 4” versus the 6” that the applicant is 

proposing.  Also discussed was the possible use of horizontal clap board on the gables to mimic 

the pattern of the clapboard and belt course originally on the gables.  

 

Also discussed were the windows. The field committee reported that the three windows on the 

porch are a district element that cannot be replicated and must remain intact.  As mentioned in 

the field committee report (Appendix A) and reported to the homeowners, if safety and fear of 

broken glass was an issue; however a shatterproof window film or tempered glass can be used to 

replace the current glass while retaining the historic wood sash.  This was determined to be the 

course of action recommended by the field committee for the porch windows.  

 

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

Mr. Theodore Nickels of Beetleweed Avenue spoke to the board and the applicant regarding this 

application in regards to the historical significance of this house in relationship to the historical 

district and offered a few suggestions in order to retain the appearance of double hung windows on 

the driveway side of the house.  This included to ‘box out’ where the double hung was originally 

located with replicated trim, headers and sills and a dark (in matching the same color scheme of 

the house) board to ‘shadow’ where the window was. He referenced that this had been done in 

other house he had worked on in lieu of keeping a double hung window there and building the 

interior wall over it.  

 

 CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Ms. Gustafson made a motion to accept the application as presented with the exception of the 

fish scale and shake pattern to be replicated on the front. A motion was made by Claire to accept 

the compromise but have the fish scale siding done on the entire second floor, Jerry second the 

motion.  Secretary polled the commission: 

 

   Mr. Haberern  - Yes 

   Mr. Chambers - Yes 

   Ms. Granitz  - No 

   Ms. Gustafson - No 

   Ms. Marcasciano - No 

   Ms. Farrow  - Yes 

   Ms. Hart  - No 

 

   VOTE: 4 - 23 

 
 

The motion to approve the Application as presented was denied ... the applicant did not wish the 

fish scale siding at all and refused to amend the application to change his decision on this point.   

 



The tape was put on pause so that the applicants could leave the room and discuss their options. 

After returning the applicant’s attorney advised the board that the applicant would be willing to 

make the following changes to application as originally presented:   

 

 The submitted architectural elevations will followed except the side elevations will be 

modified to have “boxed out” areas, with trim as an existing window with a contrasting 

color flat board.  This detail would be placed in locations where windows are to be 

removed.  Those locations are indicated in the anointed architect’s elevations submitted 

as Exhibit A. 

 

 Windows Anderson #400 (vinyl clad) proposed will be changed to all Jeld Wen with 

wood painted sashes. That the applicant will keep the original window sashes on the 

porch area and restore and replace window panes as required. 

 

 That the proposed 6 " fiber cement trim around windows will be reduced to 4" fiber 

cement  and will keep the details of the header and sills that exist on the original windows 

under the capping with replacement of crown molding at the tops of the headers and 

extension of the sills where they have been removed due to capping. The crown would be 

selected from standard available fiber cement shapes. 

 

 That a horizontal band of fiber cement Fish scale siding will be installed in the front only 

replicating the pattern of fish scale and shake that was revealed on the original siding, 

horizontal fiber cement clap board in all gables to match the reveal dimensions of the 

original revealed siding.   

 

 The front porch columns will be retained and restored. 

 

 Will not replace the front door but will keep original door and restore and repair as 

required. 

 

Ms. Gustafson made the motion to accept as amended with the changes as listed above and Mr. 

Chambers seconded the motion.  The secretary polled the board: 
 

 

   Mr. Haberern  - Yes 

   Mr. Chambers - Yes 

   Ms. Granitz  - No 

   Ms. Gustafson - Yes 

   Ms. Marcasciano - No 

   Ms. Farrow  - Yes 

   Ms. Hart  - No 

 

   VOTE: 4 - 3 

 

Motion was approved as amended. 

    



 

With no further business, Ms. Gustafson made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Farrow 

 seconded the motion. All members voted in favor.  The Collingswood Historic Preservation 

 Commission (HPC) will reconvene on Thursday, April 14, 2016. The meeting will take place 

 at the Collingswood Borough Hall. 

      

 

 

 

     ____________________ 

      Carol Sickler, Secretary 
 


